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striking external incident.     Its  essential part
lay in meditation and composition.

He   was   surrounded   by friends.     Southey
had made a home for himself and his beloved
library a few miles over the hills, afc Keswick.
De. Quincey, with his clever brains and shallow
character,  took  up his   abode in   the   cottage
which Wordsworth had first lived in at Gras-
inere.    Coleridge, born the most golden genius
of them all, came to and fro in those fruitless
unhappy  wanderings   which   consumed   a   life
that once  promised to be  so rich in blessing
and in glory.    In later years Dr. Arnold built
a house at Fox How, attracted by the Words-
worths and the scenery; and other lesser lights
came into the neighbourhood.    " Our intercourse
with the Words worths," Arnold wrote on the
occasion of his first visit in  1832,  "was  one
of the  brightest  spots  of all;   nothing  could
exceed their friendliness, and my almost daily
walks  with him  were  things  not  to  be for-
gotten.     Once and once only we had a good
fight about the Reform Bill during a walk up
Greenhead Ghyll to see the unfinished sheep-
fold, recorded in Michael    But I am sure that